
Four Fold Mandate - Intimacy

House of Prayer Mandate:

o The “Four Fold Mandate” of the House of Prayer is:
• Forerunner
• Intimacy
• Justice
• Intercession

o There is currently a worldwide House of Prayer movement seeking to prepare 
thousands of intercessory missionaries who are extravagant lovers of God.

o Revelation 2:1-7 talks about the Church of Ephesus forsaking their first love, GOD!  The 
house of prayer feels called to give people healthy understanding of loving God first and 
before anything.
 

Defining Intimacy:

o A connection with another characterized by closeness, familiarity, affection, and 
warmth.

o The initial and primary purpose God created man was for relationship.
 

The First & Greatest Command:

o “’Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’  Jesus replied: ‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This 
is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: Love your neighbor 
as yourself.  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.’”                    
– Matthew 22:36-40

o Loving God is the first priority to God.  He does not give us the option, but commands 
us.  We must recognize that Christianity is all about cultivating love with a Person, Jesus.  
We will grow tired and become burnt out if we do not consistently pursue loving Him.

o LOVERS always outwork WORKERS.
o 1st John 18-19.  If we do not love Him, we discount the act of love Jesus committed at 

the cross. “We love because He first loved us.” 
o John 14:15 reveals an interesting circle of love:  If we love Him  We will obey Him  He 

commands us to love Him.

 

 

 



 

 

 

Cultivating Intimacy: 

o John 15:1-17 – Remain in the Vine
§ Jesus is the vine – the source of life, God is the gardener – the one who prunes 

us, and we are the branches – the bearers of fruit.
§ In this passage, Jesus reveals to us the importance of REMAINING in Him in 

order to bear fruit.  When Jesus says to remain in Him, He is telling us to dwell in 
Him.

§ When Jesus died, He released the Holy Spirit dwell in us, but we must learn to 
recognize Him inside us.  Or make a conscience effort to be aware that He is 
there.  It was His prayer that His love would be in us (John 17:26)

• “…God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom 
he has given us.” – Romans 5:5
 

o Luke 10:38-42 – Listening to the Word
§ Mary chose the “one thing needed”, sitting at the Lord’s feet LISTENING to what 

He said, and He SUSTAINED her.
• We can cultivate intimacy with God through reading the 

Word and spending time in prayer to Him.  We do not want to 
become “distracted” with meaningless tasks that keep us from the feet 
of Jesus.

• Jesus gave Mary the grace to stay at His feet, He would not allow it to 
be taken from her!

§ PRAY THE BIBLE! I would encourage you to review the notes in Amy 
Dau’s “Seven Longings of the Human Heart” workbook for information on pray 
reading the bible.

o Matthew 26:6-13 & Luke 7:36-50 – The Example of Mary of Bethany
§ Matthew 26:11-12 explains how Mary IDENTIFIED with Jesus by preparing Him 

for His burial.
• Mary was moved in heart to do this extravagant act of devotion because 

she saw into and became familiar with the heart of Jesus.  Intimacy 
is “In-to-me-you-see”.  Whether or not she fully recognized what she 
doing, by identifying with Him in His coming death, she generously 
drenched Jesus in perfume out of the joy of her heart and gratefulness 
of her soul.   

• We become can identify with Jesus by gaining revelation of who He is 
and by becoming familiar with His heart of intercession.



o The book of Revelation has over 30 different unveilings of 
who Christ is.  I would encourage you to use the “Jesus Self 
Revelation”, from Ben Dau’s book of Revelation study guide, 
and meditate on these images of who He is.

 

o Hebrews 7:25 identifies Jesus heart for eternal intercession. I 
would encourage you to ask Jesus, “What are you thinking and 
feeling?”  We can identify with Him by pressing in for the same 
burdens He has for us, our family, and world justice issues.

§ Luke 7:38 – Getting Low & Pouring Our Most Costly Possession
• Part of the example of what Mary of Bethany did was getting low.  She 

humbled herself by bowing down to the lowest and most honoring 
position.

o In order to be intimate with Him we must humble ourselves and 
be willing to lay down our rights.  It is not about what WE want, 
but about what HE wants to do in and through us.
§ Jesus knows EVERY desire of our heart He gave them to 

us.  “For You created me in my inmost being; you knit 
me together in my mother’s womb.” – Psalm 139:13

§ But as Psalm 37:4 teaches us we must take delight in 
the Lord to receive the desires of the Lord.  The word 
delight literally means, “to be soft or delicate”.   So 
we must have soft hearts, humble hearts, in order to 
receive anything from the Lord.

§ Just as Ephesians 5:24 explains, we must submit 
ourselves to Christ.  We must lay down our lives just has 
Jesus laid down His (1st John 3:16).

• Intimacy is about closeness towards one another, being in a position 
where you can share or give anything you have.  The way that Mary got 
close to Jesus, was by crying at His feet and pouring out her most costly 
possession.  

o We can become intimate with Jesus by literally giving Him our 
heart, by crying at His feet.  He wants to be there for us to 
comfort us.

o He also wants us to give to Him whatever is most precious to us, 
whatever is most costly to us.

o Instead of thinking, “How close can I stay to my sin without 
going to Hell?” we should be thinking, “How close can I get to 
You Jesus?  What does it take?” 


